BRILLIANT MANOEUVRE.
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protect reduced to a desert under his very eyes, the consul
was the more apt to lose his head. But though the smoke of
burning villages and the outcries of pillaged inhabitants rose

Arretium to Trasimene.

like a spectre to appall the consul, he showed no sign of mov-
ing from his stationary camp at Arretium. He was held
there by the advice of his colleague and lieutenants.

It was then that Hannibal conceived another of his brilliant
manoeuvres. We are told nothing about it by the ancient
authors, whose knowledge of war confined them solely to the
description of battles. But it is apparent enough to us. He
was still in the Aquileia region, north and west of Arretium.
Marking his progress with fire and sword, he headed south- in the forum, but he was in no sense fitted to
